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an impostor. The cadi threatened to have him scourged to death. The
martyr told him his torments would be to no purpose; for he would
never change his religion. Whereupon the cadi gave orders that he
should be carried to the palace, and presented before the king's council.
One of the lords of the council took the saint aside, and said to him:
" Though the ignorant unhappily run headlong to death, a man of your
learning and virtue ought not to imitate their folly. Be ruled by me,
I entreat you: say but one word, since necessity requires it: you may
afterwards resume your own religion, and we will promise that no inquiry
shall be made after you." Eulogius replied, smiling, " Ah! if you could
but conceive the reward which waits for those who persevere in the faith
to the end, you would renounce your temporal dignity in exchange for
it." He then began boldly to propose the truths of the gospel to them.
But to prevent their hearing him, the council condemned him immediately
to lose his head. As they were leading him to execution, one of the eunuchs
of the palace gave him a blow on the face for having spoken against
Mahomet: he turned the other cheek, and patiently received a second.
He received the stroke of death out of the city gates, with great cheerful-
ness, on the nth of March, 859. St Leocritia was beheaded four days
after him, and her body thrown into the river Boetis, or Guadalquivir,
but taken out by the Christians. The church honours both of them on
the days of their martyrdom.

If we consider the conduct of Christ toward his church, which he
planted at the price of his precious blood, and treats as his most beloved
spouse, we shall admire a wonderful secret in the adorable councils of
ids tender providence. This church, so dear to him, and so precious in
his eyes, he formed and spread under a general, most severe, and dreadful
persecution. He has exposed it in every age to frequent and violent
storms, and seems to delight in always holding at least some part or
other of it in the fiery crucible. But the days of its severest trials were
those of its most glorious triumphs. Then it shone above all other periods
of time with the brightest examples of sanctity, and exhibited both to
heaven and to men on earth the most glorious spectacles and triumphs.
Then were formed in its bosom innumerable most illustrious heroes of all
perfect virtue, who eminently inherited, and propagated in the hearts of
many others, the true spirit of our crucified Redeemer. The same conduct
God in his tender mercy holds with regard to those chosen souls which
he destines to raise, by special graces, highest in his favour. When the
counsels of divine providence shall be manifested to them in the next life,
then they shall clearly see that their trials were the most happy moments
and the most precious graces of their whole lives. In sicknesses, humilia-
tions, and other crosses, the poison of self-love was expelled from their